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SCIENTIFIC NOTE 

Notes on the Feeding Habits of Haemolaelaps glasgowi (Acarina: 
Laelaptidae). —Specimens of the mite Haemolaelaps glasgowi (Ewing), utilized 
in this study, were recovered from the round-tailed ground squirrel, Spermophilus 
tereticaudus neglectus Merriam, near Tucson, Arizona, or from its nests. 
Feeding studies were conducted at a mean room temperature of 84°F and at 
a mean relative humidity of 20%. A juvenile mouse, Mus musculus Lin., was 
thoroughly examined, before placing a mite on it, to ascertain that it was 
ectoparasite free. All mites placed on the mouse went to the rump. Starved 
mites were deprived of blood or its constitutes for 10 days. Starved adult females 
remained attached to the dermis from one to two hours after which they 
appeared engorged. Most of these were on the mouse from 12 to 15 hours. All 
adult females fed one to three days previously on moist raw beef did Rot 
feed on the mouse. Most starved adult females were attracted to the beef. 
Approximately half of these wandered over it for a minute, probed it with their 
mouthparts, then fed. They would then go to a different location and repeat 
this probing and feeding. The time spent on the beef was four to five minutes. 
One starved adult male fed 20 to 30 seconds on it while one recently fed adult 
male ignored it. All protonymphs and deutonymphs ignored the raw beef.— 
James D. Lang, Department of Entomology, University of Arizona, Tucson, 
85721. 



